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Royal Society of Chemistry POST Fellowship Scheme 2026/27 Application Form
This is the application form for the 13-week Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (POST) Westminster Fellowship placement funded by the Royal Society of Chemistry. You will be asked for:
· Information about your PhD, including title and short summary (no longer than 200 words). This is so we can find out about your research background and see how you explain your specialist area to a general audience.
You will also be asked about times you have demonstrated the skills that are useful for completing a fellowship at POST. We will ask you to tell us about:
· A time you used written and/or oral communication skills to explain scientific topics to a non-specialist audience (no longer than 200 words). Keep in mind that all applicants will be completing a PhD project and you may want to draw on another example outside of your daily PhD research in your answer.
· A time you have worked successfully with other people. This may include a time you have worked in a team, or a time when you have engaged with multiple different stakeholders (no more than 200 words).
You will also need:
· A PDF of the support form signed by your PhD supervisor and head of department or studentship grant holder
· A PDF or Word document of your two-page briefing in the template provided
You must send the application form (as a PDF or Word document), support form and two-page briefing to Matt Davies, Public Affairs Manager, daviesm@rsc.org by the application deadline.
Links to the support form and the two-page briefing template can be found in the application pack.
The deadline for applications is 23:59 on 1st August 2026. Please note, if you are not already a member of the RSC, you will need to submit your application for RSC membership at least a week in advance of the deadline to receive your membership number in time to apply for the Fellowship. Soon after applying for RSC membership, candidates will receive a 6-digit membership number in the email confirming the application has been received: even if membership is not formally approved, this number will be sufficient for application to the Westminster Fellowship.
If you have any questions about the application process or would like to request a copy of the application questions in an alternative, accessible format please contact Vincent Saverat at postfellowships@parliament.uk. 

Privacy statement
Your personal data is important to us, and the RSC and POST will handle it in line with our responsibilities under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) 
We are asking you to provide the personal data set out in this application form for the purpose of assessing your suitability for the Royal Society of Chemistry POST Fellowship and contacting you regarding your application. If you are successful at sift, we will forward your email address to POST to arrange an interview. 
The Royal Society of Chemistry’s privacy notice is here: https://www.rsc.org/help-legal/legal/privacy/
POST will contact you to organise interview if successful at sift and will take notes at interview stage to aid decision making. POST will contact you for the purposes of onboarding and arranging your fellowship, if successful.  
For POST’s privacy notice, including data retention periods, please see here: https://post.parliament.uk/privacy-policy/   

Applicant information
	[bookmark: _Hlk99962309]Forename(s)
	

	Surname
	

	PhD funding end date

Please input date in format DD/MM/YYYY. Please note to be eligible for this scheme you must be undertaking or have recently completed your PhD study. If your funding ended before 1st February 2026, you are not eligible for this fellowship. 

	

	RSC membership number
	

	University
	

	Department
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone/mobile
	





How did you hear about the Westminster Fellowship? (Please circle or highlight)
	POST website
	RSC website
	POST Twitter

	RSC Twitter
	RSC Update
	RSC Voice

	Email from RSC
	Email from university
	Word of mouth / through a colleague

	Other (please state):



Skills and experience
Title of your PhD project
	[Type here]



Please summarise your PhD project for a non-specialist audience (Please do not exceed 200 words)
	[Type here]



Please tell us about a time you used written and/or oral communication skills to explain scientific topics to a non-specialist audience (Please do not exceed 200 words)
	[Type here]






Please tell us about a time you have worked successfully with other people. This may include a time you have worked in a team, or a time when you have engaged with multiple different stakeholders (Please do not exceed 200 words)
	[Type here]



Adjustments
As a Disability Confident Leader, it is important that we are able to make appropriate arrangements or adjustments where necessary in order to enable full and equal participation in the selection process. If you require any reasonable adjustments, please outline your requirements below.
If you would like more information or would prefer to discuss these arrangements over the phone, please contact Vincent Saverat at postfellowships@parliament.uk

	[Type here]
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